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Bill Carson                                              Editor’s Report

 Editorial

Bill Carson
editor@bmwmcq.org.au

I’m excited to add the latest 
tale to our Journal this month 

from Tony and Jane Gray on their 
North American tour .  They have 
a lot of great pictures and stories 
detailing some incredible places 
from Canada and Northwest USA . 
I am jealous, as I have only seen 

a small handful of the places they have been to and I 
have lived there the majority 
of my life . One of my favourite 
sayings that holds true is - so 
many roads, so little time .

In addition to our 
Feature Story, we also have 
some good member stories this 
month . Looking for a new bike? 
Alison can walk you through it . 
Having trouble remembering where that scratch came 
from . Merle explains some of why that occurs . Want to 
ride pillion? Alison explains the pros and cons . Bike too 
big? Geoff found an optimal solution . And someone sent 
in an Anonymous story from Back to the Bush . Oooh!

Speaking of Back to the Bush . What a great 
event! It was fun to meet a number of new people, share 
stories, have a cold one, and be able to ride some great 
roads in NSW together . A few of my favourite parts 
were dropping into Coffs Harbor from the hills above, 
spirited rides down one lane roads and finding out that 
I don’t have quite enough suspension travel on the GTL .  

Back to Bush #10 has been planned and we will 
have a flyer up in the Journal next month. (Ran out of 
time and space .) Mark Gilbert is leading the event this 
time . It will be in Stanthorpe on October 17th . Details 
are on Facebook currently .

Policy Regarding Submissions
 Submissions to the journal should be relevant to BMW motorcycles and or to the BMWMCQ and its activities. Articles or Letters to the Editor may 
or may not be published if space does not permit or if the content of the submission and or letter is not considered to be of interest to members or not in the 
interests of the Club, our sponsors or advertisers.
	 Members	are	encouraged	to	use	this,	our	journal;	to	express	views,	float	ideas	or	make	inquiries	of	other	Club	members	on	technical,	organisational	
or	other	matters	which	may	benefit	the	Club	and	its	associates.
	 Submissions	should	be	kept	to	a	reasonable	length	and	maybe	edited	or	published	in	part	only,	if	the	Editor	considers	it	necessary.	
 Note – submissions close on the 15th of each month! BMWMCQ Committee 

 We are always looking for stories to put in your 
Journal .  If you don’t have one, send a picture in with 
some details about what’s going on .  Please keep it 
related to bikes or Club activities .

My apologies  to people that have submitted 
articles and have not heard back from me with a 
response . We have had a chance to investigate why this 
has happened . We believe that this is in part due to a 
few issues .
• Changing Editors
• Some people are  sending their articles to Reg’s 

personal email address which is:
  editorbmwmcq@bigpond.com
• Spam filter has filtered email that should not have 

been filtered
• Incorrectly spelled email addresses
 
 I do check the email account on a regular 
basis and will respond with a polite “Thank you” to all 
articles submitted within one or two days .  If you have 
not heard back from me, please send me another note .
 Please use the correct email address to send 
articles to .  The addresses I check regularly are:

• Editor@bmwmcq.org.au
• bmweditorbill@gmail.com

 See you on the road!
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The Vast Northwest: Canada and USA  by Tony Gray

Continued on page 12

FEaturE Story

“You see things vacationing on a motorcycle in 
a way that is completely different from any other. In a 
car you’re always in a compartment, and because you’re 
used to it you don’t realize that through that car window 
everything you see is just more TV. You’re a passive 
observer and it is all moving by you boringly in a frame.

On a cycle the frame is gone. You’re completely 
in contact with it all. You’re in a scene, not just watching 
it anymore, and the sense of presence is overwhelming. 
That	 concrete	whizzing	 by	 five	 inches	 below	 your	 foot	
is	 the	 real	 thing,	 the	 same	 stuff	 you	walk	 on,	 it’s	 right	
there, so blurred you can’t focus on it, yet you can put 
your foot down and touch it anytime, and the whole 
thing, the whole experience, is never removed from 
immediate consciousness”. Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance by Robert M Pirsig (1974).

Why does this quote lead our travel story? Well, 
it succinctly defines in words far better than I can why 
we choose to travel by motorcycle . It is particularly 
relevant to this story because we will be visiting places 
central to the extraordinary life of Robert Pirsig and 
travelling over some of the same roads that were 
covered during his 1968 journey across the USA that 
provided the framework for his definitive book.

Jane and I had embarked on our three month 
journey across the USA and Western Canada on 17 
March . Our previous stories have covered the South 
West USA (May Journal) and the South East Appalachian 
Mountains (June Journal). We had crisscrossed the 
country by rail and air and included a side trip to visit 
relatives in Pennsylvania by car . A ship cruise along the 
Inside Passage from Vancouver to Alaska was thrown 
into the mix to complete our ‘By Many Means’ journey . 
We flew back to Vancouver from Anchorage in the 
middle of May to start our last great adventure .

This third and final bike stage of our trip was to 
cover the Canadian Provinces of British Columbia and 
Alberta and the 
Northwest States 
of the USA . This 
would arguably 
be the scenic 
highlight of our 
trip with some 
of the best riding 
stages, but the 
risks were high 
as we were very 
early in the riding 
season and many 
roads may still be 
impassable, due 
to snow and ice .

We had arranged to hire a 1200 GS from CycleBC 
Bike Rentals in Vancouver . All of our internet dealings 
with Mike at CycleBC had been very positive, so it 
was no surprise to find everything in order when we 
arrived to collect the bike . We received very personal 
and friendly service from the guys with plenty of advice 
freely given. Our gear was rearranged to fit the panniers 
and any excess gear as well as our travel bags was left 
at CycleBC for safe keeping . ‘Rocky’ was a new wasser 
head GS fitted with Vario side cases and a V46 Givi 
topbox . He was shod with OEM Michelin Anakee tyres, 
just had his 1500km service and was ready to start his 
life as a rental bike. We were his lucky first customers. 
Jane named Rocky in honor of the Rocky Mountains 
where he would be spending a fair bit of time over the 
proceeding 21 days that he would be in our possession .

Our first obstacle was to deal with the city 
traffic to cross Vancouver on our way north on the ‘Sea 
to Sky’ Highway, Hwy 99 . Not an ideal start, but a sure 
way to reveal any little problem areas . We stopped at a 
scenic outlook and cafe at Lions Bay overlooking Howe 
Sound to assess how we were all fitting together and 
to contemplate what lay ahead of us . A couple of minor 
adjustments were required, but first indications were 
good . We both remember the scenic wonderland that 
was British Columbia, as presented at the Canadian 
Pavilion way back at the World Expo in Brisbane in 
1988 . It had taken us a long time to get here and we 
were determined to enjoy the experience . The course 
we had plotted for BC and Alberta was like a giant M, 
going North then South, North and South again to cover 
some of the best riding roads and scenery that the 
provinces had to offer .

The ‘Sea to Sky’ Hwy is aptly named, as it left 
the green waterways surrounding Vancouver and 
quickly climbed towards the snowcapped mountains 
and lakes surrounding the ski-resort town of Whistler, 

the location of 
the 2010 Winter 
Olympic Games . 
The road was 
smooth and 
s e r p e n t i n e 
and the traffic 
relatively light . 
This was a great 
introduction to 
riding in Canada . 
We stayed just 
out of Whistler at 
a small boutique 
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Frank Hills                                               President’s Report

 CommittEE rEportS

Continued bottom next page    

Fellow Members, 
What a great time of year to 

be riding a motorcycle .
   The weather, and by that 
I particularly mean the 
temperature, is perfect, at 
least it is for me . Maximums 
of around 22˚C . My daughter 

went to Melbourne yesterday (as I’m writing) and the 
temperature there is around 13˚C, which is currently 
our overnight minimum . Why live anywhere else but in 
Queensland !
 Having said that, I rode the day after taking 
delivery of my R 1200 GS, to Nanango, for the DDRRG 
Go Karts event and I left the liner out of my riding suit 
and at home . I was a tad cool, the GS not providing the 
same cocoon as the GTL . But, that’s why I made the 
purchase – to have a different experience .
 Luckily for me, the BMW Off Road Training 
Level 1 (two day) course, which was fully booked before 
I knew that I was interested in such, has produced a 
second course on 4/5 August and so I don’t have to wait 
a year, to have some BMW training in Qld for me and my 
GS .
 On the Queen’s Birthday long weekend, the 
9th running of Back to the Bush took place . Around 
50 people attended . There’s a note on page 27 which 
gives you just an insight to the time had by all . Perhaps 
someone(s) of those attending will step forward 
and provide an article on the event, for next month’s 
Journal?
 The next B2B has been set – Stanthorpe . 
The long weekend in October can’t be the date, as 
accommodation is already booked out . So, as B2Bs have 
usually been, this one will be a weekend ride, not a long 
weekend ride . The dates, if I’m 
not mistaken, are 17/18 October . 
By a happy coincidence, the 18th 
is the DDRRG ride and on that 
day, guess where their calendar 
says that they are riding to . . .
 Speaking of collecting 
my GS on Saturday 20 June, 
my birthday, as it happens, 
that was also the date of our 
second Saturday morning coffee 
run and it was at Morgan and 
Wacker . Around 20 members 
attended, a slight increase on 
the first run. Look up page 29 
to see the details for the next 
coffee run on 18 July . See if we 
can get 25 members . 

The next day, join the Club’s tent/stand at the 
Laverda Concourse, at the Cleveland Showgrounds . 
We are looking for volunteers to man the stand, for a 
few hours each . No one has to be there the whole day . 
Any time you can spare to stand with fellow members 
(or bring a chair) will be appreciated. We gain new 
members from this event so it’s good if there are four or 
five of us on the stand at all times. There’s a big crowd 
in attendance and most walk by and many stop to talk 
with us, if we are there!
 There’s no report on the June BRG ride, as there 
wasn’t one – it was folded into the B2B long weekend .
 Following on from mention in my Report last 
month, our Vice President has been doing some work 
on our Club’s insurance and risk analysis, the latter 
in accordance with the Queensland Government’s 
guidelines for clubs, including such as ours . There will 
be some details announced on this in the near future . 
It’s just part of running our Club in the world we live in 
today .

You’ll have seen the third instalment of Tony 
and Jane Gray’s three month (three section) tour of 
the USA and Canada is this month’s Feature Story . That 
makes three Feature Stories in a row. (Is this a record?) 
They have each made great reading . Will any of you 
be tempted to head over there, on the strength of the 
three articles? Maybe they might be that ‘last straw on 
the camel’s back’ to get you over the line, for some of 
you? My thanks to Tony and Jane for the effort put in to 
provide so much to the Journal . Now it’s time for others 
of the membership to step up . It does not have to be a 
Feature Story . Any article / piece will be appreciated by 
Editor Bill .

You probably know that the S 1000 XR will be 
in showrooms in July and now’s the time to register 

for an early test ride . After this 
one, I don’t know what will be 
next to arrive and when, but 
for sure there is a plan there for 
more updates and new models . 
The popularity of the Marque 
underpins what we are seeing in 
range and continuing additions 
to the range, such as up and 
down clutch less gear shifts, 
which I am enjoying on my new 
GS .

I’m looking forward to 
my first Frigid Digit at the end 
of July, before the next Journal is 
published . It’s the 20th running 
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Vice President’s Report Paul Hughes

CommittEE rEportS

BMWMCQ - General Meeting…first Thursday of each month 
at the Moreton Bay Sports Club

The MBSC is located at 175 Boundary St , Tingalpa  Boundary St. has a set of traffic lights at its 
intersection with Wynnum Road to allow an easy entry and exit . MBSC is a short distance from the Gateway 
Motorway, North or South . The MBSC is at the very end of Boundary St ., so keep going until you see the sports 

fields and the parking areas. 
Web address for the Moreton Bay Sports Club is - www.mbsportsclub.com.au 

I look forward to seeing you all there for our next General Meeting on 
Thursday 6th August 

Paul Hughes
vpres@bmwmcq.org.au

Frank Hills
president@bmwmcq.org.au

v1

What a great month we have had . 
 Lots of activities .  Inaugural coffee morning, an 

absolutely fabulous Back to the Bush (thanks again Ian, 
Alison and Peter), a great Warrego riders trip to Yamba 
and a big role up for the general meeting and the social 
nights . Lots of follow up activities coming up in the 
future as well .

The Christmas party details are out and 
bookings seem to be going well . If you are going, please 
advise so on Facebook, or let me know by email . It helps 
with the catering details . There will be a secret Santa on 
the night, as well .

Our sponsors are 
showing great response with 
prizes and coffee mornings, so 
please show your support as 
much as possible .

See you on the road .

Garmin Basecamp Training
With so many people sporting a GPS on their motorcycles these days . . .

A great place to find some additional training on 
Garmin’s program for Basecamp can be located at the following website .

http://www8.garmin.com/learningcenter/training/basecamp/

of the Frigid Digit, but my first time. I hear there’s a 
good sized crowd, many faces, booked and a few more 
registering even now . The numbers will be above 40 . 
The more the merrier... the bigger the fire, too?

Events Officer Bruce has arranged a guest 
speaker for our August General Meeting . A long range 
rider . Three days after speaking to us, he is leading a 20 
day charity ride . Come along and hear about that and 
much more . . . . 

Lastly, in addition to attending monthly General 
Meetings, please make an effort to come along to one 
(or both) of the two “cafe” evenings in Brisbane, held on 
the third Wednesday at the Racecourse Road, Ascot, 

Coffee Club, on the Northside, and the fourth Tuesday, 
at The Brisbane German Club (next to the ‘Gabba), on 
the Southside, (see the web calendar for details). It’s 
a chance to meet fellow members and fun is had each 
night!
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Geoff Hodge Treasurer’s Report

CommittEE rEportS

Geoff Hodge
treasurer@bmwmcq.org.au  

Bernie Colman
secretary@bmwmcq.org.au

Bernie Colman Secretary’s Report

I may not have fallen into the 
role as smoothly as I thought .   

    This last month I had forgotten 
to check the Clubs post box, until 
Gerry very subtly reminded me .  
Whoops!! If your cards take a 
little longer than normal, please 
talk to the Records Officer. I hope 

to get the Form 12 sorted out in the near future . That 
just makes us legal again .

I have again received a letter of thanks from the 
RFD Services acknowledging our continued support . 
Apart from that, only normal secretary items for the 
month completed .

I seem to be getting three day weekends nearly 
every month now . We went to Walcha in March and 
April . This month, it was, of course the B2B . There was a 
great turnout of people we rarely see, so it was fantastic 
to catch up . It was a bit wet on Saturday but still a great 
ride down to Grafton . Sunday was also pretty special as 
Gerry and I had a good play with Stewart and then with 
Ian and Toddy (not sure if that sounds right but still). 
I still can’t keep up with Toddy . Gerry said we could 
have gone faster if we were on the K 1300 S and maybe 
that would have helped . We opted for the GS ride home 

on the Monday . I must say a word of thanks to Paul, 
Carolyn, Dave and Dieter .  I sent a text to a few people 
with the following – “Made it back at 7pm . Long day but 
really good . Had a close call but pulled out of it OK . This 
was definitely NOT good dirt (for Alison). Gerry did a 
fantastic job on the back of the bike . Lots of trust there . 
The boxers stayed on for the day . Paul suggested that it 
was my Superman outfit because Superman wears his 
jocks on the outside also .”   Flippin’ great fun!!

No three dayers planned for July but we will 
be joining the FD at the end of the month . I hope it is 
freezing .

That’s all for now . Catch you out there .
Remember – To make washing your bike 

worthwhile you need to do lots of kilometres to get it 
really dirty .

Hi all . It’s been a quiet month 
and saying this, there’s 

not much to report from the 
treasury desk . 

We need all the members 
to go out and recruit a friend or 
another to join all of us in this 
wonderful Club .
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Records Officer’s Report           Gerry Colman

Gerry Colman
records@bmwmcq.org.au

 CommittEE rEportS

Hi there, everyone .
   Wow journal time again! The year is flying past us 

and we will be talking about Christmas shortly . Oh hang 
on, we are already, well and truly into the Christmas 
function planning stage . Check out Facebook and our 
web site for more details .
 One great thing is that we have had a whole lot 
of new members join recently, so hopefully we will see 
some new faces at some of our events in the next few 
months .
 A big thank you goes to our current members, 
who are getting out and about and talking to people that 
may be interested in joining our fine Club. Spreading 
the word about the benefits of being a Club Member is 
a sure way to get our numbers up .  Good job, guys, keep 
it up .
 We had a great B2B where, thanks to Paul 
Malcolm, we managed to get in a great dirt ride on 
Monday . What fun!! I’m looking forward to the next one .

 As I mentioned before, we 
have had heaps of new members 
join the Club recently so this 
month I would like to welcome:

• Terese Astrid
• Carolyn Byrne
• Julie Byrne
• Mark Hoskins
• Glenda Hoskins
• Rod Mijnarends
• Denis Pitkin
• John Rosmalen
• Dan Stoll
• Ricky Telfer
• Gary Theron
• Brett Tippett

That’s all for this month, catch you out there .
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Bruce Gaskin  
events@bmwmcq org au 

Workshop Manuals:
R 45/65; R 80 GS; R 100/7; R 80/7; R 1100; K-series
Spare parts book for K-series

Tools:
Exhaust flange spanner for R series; K series oil filter tool; Valve 
Spring compressor; R series big end bolt socket; Cylinder hones (3’ 
& 3.5’); Master cylinder hone (0.625’); K series valve shim tool; Set of 
4 vacuum gauges; Compression tester; Dial gauge; Battery Charger; 
Depth micrometer; Timing light; Torque Wrench; Head Stem bearing 
puller; Twin Max; 36mm open end/ring spanner; Paralever allen key 
socket .

Tool Hire:
$4 00 per week plus $20 00 deposit
No Charge if returned within 7 days 
Postage for tools: $10 00

Contact:
 Les Fitzpatrick - Ph: 0418 197 709

  Tools Hire

Bruce Gaskin        Events Officer’s Report

Check out the ‘new’ Group Facebook pages...
BRG - www.facebook.com/groups/bmwmcqbrg

Warrego Riders - www.facebook.com/public/Warrego-Riders
Classic Riders Group - www.facebook.com/groups/

331481963717467/?ref=bookmarks 
Note - you must have a Facebook account to ‘log-on’...Ed.

Please come along on Saturday 
mornings to support the 

new idea we have of coffee get 
togethers . Next one is Saturday 
18th July at Ellespede – West End 
(8 Greet Street).

Ellaspede is a hub for 
motorcycle culture and creativity . 

They create custom motorcycles, apparel, and 
accessories from their base at West End in Brisbane .

Their store houses a full workshop facility, 
coffee shop, design office, motorcycle gallery, and 
clothing store on site .

Sunday 19th July will see us at the Laverda 
concourse at the Cleveland Showgrounds .  Entry is 
$10, and the show runs 8am – 2pm . Volunteers are also 
required for the BMW Club stand, including set up and 
manning the stand during the day . Contact Paul Hughes 
(Vice President – 0409814633) if you can assist on the 
day . 

Also, on 25th July, we have the 20th Anniversary 
of the Frigid Digit rally . It’s a mystery destination 
weekend ride, with overnight accommodation . Refer to 
full page flyer located toward back of journal.

Hot off the press… . I attended the opening of 
Tyres For Bikes new Caboolture store on Saturday 27th 
June .

A friend of mine from FB was there - who I had 
never actually met - Stuart Ball . Stuart has agreed to 
be guest speaker at our August meeting on Thursday 
6/8/15. Any GS riders could benefit from this guys vast 
knowledge of off road riding . Two days after his talk at 
our meeting, he is organiser and leader of a 20 day ride 
across Australia, raising money for sidskids charity .

His ride starts at Byron Bay & heads west across 
the centre of Oz to Steep Point on WA coastline . More 
info at his website: www.thegreataustraliaride.com

I’m contemplating modifying my R 100 GS and 
taking part in 2016 event .

Apparently I need to hit the gym as my body 
needs some work as well!

Get in touch with me via email or phone should 
you have any questions / suggestions for future events .
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Regalia Officer’s Report                          Craig Brennan

Craig Brennan
regalia@bmwmcq org au

• BMW trained technicians; 
• BMW national service technician of 2006 (metro winner), Adrian Cash;
• Log	Book	Service	followed	by	BMW	Motorrad	Maintenance	Schedule;

• BMW software used for diagnosis;
• Re-set service light, time & distance;

• Great deals on the leading brands of motorcycle tyres.

Northside Motorcycle Tyres & Service
4/11 Paisley Drive, Lawnton Qld 4501
Ph: 07 3205 6505    Fax: 07 3205 6003

Email: northsidemctyres@bigpond.com
Web: www.northsidemctyresandservice.com.au

FROM THE STOCK ROOM

Well, here we are again . Back to the Bush #9 has 
been and gone and it was a resounding success . 

A few teething issues aside, the ride’s shirts went down 
well . I must say, I’ve learnt a great deal about women’s 
apparel and have corrections to make for the future .
 I’m going to discuss with Gary Bennett the 
possibility of a 20th anniversary edition of a Frigid Digit 
beanie or neck warmer . Let me know if you would be 
interested .

 Definitely I am producing 
GS regalia in the near future and 
am interested in your ideas for a 
design and products . Again keep 
me informed .
  I’ve really nothing else to 
add at this stage . Look forward to 
seeing and hearing from you all 
in the near future .
 Enjoy yourselves!
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hotel on the edge of Green Lake which was quiet and 
serene . At dinner in Whistler we met young Australians 
everywhere we turned either working or visiting . The 
ski-fields of British Columbia have long held a strong 
appeal for Australian workers . Australians need to be 
aged between 18 and 30 to get a 2 year work visa for 
Canada, so we had left our run just a little late . The 
weather was mild for this time of year, as we heard the 
same story that we had heard in the Southwest USA 
that it had been a very light snow year . That was bad 
news for the ski fraternity, but excellent for bike riding .

The next day we continued our run north on 
Hwy 99 to Lillooet where we found 2 big surprises . The 
first was that the country had left the mountains and 
the green pine forests and had opened to bare brown 
earth - a veritable desert that is the Interior Plateau . 
The second surprise was that the external temperature 
on Rocky’s gauge had climbed to 34˚C and it was still 
mid May and we were at 51degrees Latitude . We like to 
draw comparisons between the 2 hemispheres and the 
equivalent in this case at 51˚ south we would be well 
on our way to Antarctica from the southernmost tip of 
Australia or NZ . Hardly likely to ever see 34˚C in that 
location . We were to later discover that Lillooet, due to 
its topography is one of the hottest places in BC and the 
day we were there was the hottest day of an early heat 
spell . We continued through Marble Canyon until the 
end of Hwy 99 where we turned south on Hwy 1 . The day 
was still hot, so we pulled into the very small rail town 
of Spences Bridge for a cool drink at the ‘Packing House’ 
cafe . It’s a top little spot with good food and friendly 
service . They also host musical events . The ‘Packing 
House’ was named after its purpose in the late 19th and 
early 20th century when locally grown apples bound for 
Mother England were packed here . The orchards have 
since disappeared, replaced by more commercially 
viable vineyards and wineries . Spences Bridge boasted 
another interesting attraction . One of the local pubs, 
the Log Cabin, hosts an annual biker meet where the 
bikes are given a rite of passage to ride through the 
bar . They also get up to all sorts of hi-jinx in a paddock 
– a bit of a ‘Calgary Stampede’ on Harleys . We missed 

that one . Our southbound route had been following the 
Thompson River Canyon from Cache Creek and this 
continued to Lytton where the Thompson joined the 
Fraser River . Our route then followed the Fraser River 
Canyon to complete a nice ride through these 2 scenic 
canyons to our overnight stop at Hope . Interestingly the 
competing Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Rail 
lines run on opposite banks of the river for most of the 
length of the canyons .

The south was thankfully cooler and the land 
had returned to the fresh green pine forests that we had 
enjoyed the previous day . Day 3 took us over Allison 
Pass where we met another young Australian working 
as a Park Ranger - he had just finished his winter job as 
a ski instructor at nearby Manning Park Resort . Jacob 
told us of a tight mountain road rear the resort that 
climbed Cascade Mountain to a lookout with panoramic 
views across to the Northern Cascade Mountain Range 
in the adjoining US State of Washington . We took his 
advice and the views were stunning and the ride with 
multiple switchbacks exhilarating . Danger was not 
far away however, as we saw storms brewing in the 
mountains with lightning flashes and rolling thunder. 
It was time for a hit of caffeine, so refuge was sought 
at the Manning Park Resort where Rocky was placed 
undercover as light hail fell . Once the hail and heavy 
rain had abated we pushed on our northern course 
before refueling at Merritt . Here we spoke to different 
travelers who had endured golf ball sized hail storms 
just to the east and west of where we had sheltered at 
Manning Park . We had dodged a bullet .

Our overnight stop at Kamloops is shared by the 
Rocky Mountaineer Train on its scenic two day journey 
across BC . The rail staff shared the same motel that 
we had chosen while 
their guests resided 
to more salubrious 
accommodation for the 
night . Clearly Canada 
Rail doesn’t spoil their 
staff . Next day was to 
take us north towards 
Jasper, but not before 
we explored another 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
to visit Wells Gray 
Provincial Park . This 
was a 100k round 
trip diversion from 
Clearwater on our 
ride north . We took 
the advice and were 
not disappointed, as 
the park has three 
stunning waterfalls 

Boutique Hotel on edge of Green Lake

Wells Gray Povincial Park
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and a ride up a fire-trail to a lookout tower where we 
crossed paths with our first bears in the wild - a momma 
black bear with her two cubs in tow . They were too 
quick for Jane’s camera, but the next black bear along 
the road was more inquisitive (hungrier?) and ventured 
up very close to Rocky before we pulled away . Our stop 
on Day 4 was at a beaut little B&B at Valemount, a much 
cheaper option than the very touristy Jasper .

We crossed the border into Alberta Province 
and were presented with stunning views of Mt Robson 
on a crystal clear day . Mt Robson at 3954m is the highest 
mountain in the Canadian Rockies . We were very lucky 
to get such a clear view, as the top of the mountain is 
often shrouded in cloud . Another piece of luck had us 
cross paths with Max and Miriam an Italian couple on 
an extraordinary journey on their GS 1200 . They had 
shipped their bike from Italy to Buenos Aires in mid-
January and had ridden south around the southern tip 
of the Americas before traversing the Pan American 
Highway north through South and Central America 
and the USA . They were on their way across Canada to 
Montreal where they were flying the bike to Germany 
for a final triumphant ride home to Italy. Their trip to 
that point had taken them over 30,000km with no bike 
problems . We wished them well for the remainder of 
their extraordinary trip .

Jasper is at the northern end of the Icefields 
Parkway which stretches 230km south to Lake Louise . 
It is recognized as one of the world’s most scenic 
roadways and who are we to argue . Words cannot 
properly describe the absolute visual overload we 
experienced riding this road . Snowcapped mountain 
ranges, lakes, glaciers, waterfalls were all in abundance . 
We were emotionally exhausted by the time we got to 
Lake Louise . Jane’s camera had run out of memory 
before we got to the Lake, so we changed our plans to 
stay an extra night at Lake Louise, so we could back-track 

our steps about 50k to Bow Glacier, explore the glacier 
and then visit Banff further south . I have never been so 
happy to have to re-ride a road . The run down the Bow 
Valley Parkway to Banff however, proved to be a costly 
excursion . We were ‘cruising’ along the dual motorway 
in sync with the light traffic when an unmarked Patrol 
car on the median strip pulled a U turn and followed 
us for a while before lighting up the Christmas Tree 
lights . The usual niceties ensued with license and 
vehicle checks - all 
very friendly . The 
officer advised that 
we had been travelling 
at 122kph (32k over 
the posted limit) . For 
this misdemeanor we 
received a $262 fine 
and some advice to 
‘keep to within 10-15 
k’ and you’ll be OK . 
In over 60,000km of 
overseas bike riding 
this is the only time 
we have ever been 
pulled up by the local 
constabulary . The 
morning we were 

Black Bear... looking for food?

Wells Gray Povincial Park

On the way to Lake Louise

Bow Valley Parkway



July 201514  FEaturE Story ContinuEd...
leaving Lake 
Louise provided 
a better 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
to visit this 
beautiful glacial 
lake and its 
sister lake, Lake 
Moraine, which 
was still mostly 
frozen . As a 
side note after 
we returned 
to Brisbane a 
friend who was 
at Lake Louise 
at the same time 
of year in 2014 

showed me pictures of a completely frozen Lake Louise 
showing again how lucky we were to be experienced 
such a mild spring .

Our chosen route out of Canada took us 
back into BC and the Kootenay NP where we crossed 
the Continental Divide, that line through the Rocky 
Mountains where water flows west to the Pacific Ocean 
or East to the Atlantic Ocean . The Park also provided 
many more bear sightings, but the rain had also returned, 
as we headed to the US border crossing at Eureka . At 
this point of our trip we had first entered the USA via 
Los Angeles airport, entered Canada via Vancouver 
airport, re-entered the USA via ship into Alaska and 
then re-entered Canada via Vancouver airport . Each 
time we had endured the usual security 3rd degree 
with passport and document checks, fingerprint, visual 
inspection etc . At Eureka we pulled up at the booth 
with our full face helmets on, I turned the engine off, 
but had it back on within a minute after a casual look at 
our passports and a question of where we were going 
and we were waived on . We stopped at an undercover 
rest area at the US control point where we met three 
Alberta Bikers who gave us some more advice on good 
roads to ride in the US . The biker support network is 
universal and we always enjoy and learn something 
from these casual encounters 
with other bikers .

Our first stop in the 
USA was Whitefish Montana 
which is a beautiful town set 
on a lake with snow ski runs 
on the mountain overlooking 
the town. For us Whitefish 
was to be the stepping stone 
into Glacier National Park 
and a crossing of the ‘Going 
to the Sun’ road over Logan 

Pass . Unfortunately the road was still closed and not 
expected to open until 11 June, so that was one that got 
away . We were able to venture 25km into the Park to 
the roadblock before backtracking and then detouring 
around the southern edge of the park where the rain had 
again found us on our way to Great Falls . It was on this 
road that we discovered why Montana is often referred 
to as ‘Big Sky’ country . After we left the mountains it 
was as if someone had opened a door and we entered a 
new room devoid of trees and with open views across 
rolling hills to the horizon . It was also along this State 
Hwy 89 that we were introduced to the Montana 
version of road repair . There was a section of Hwy 89 
about 10km long where the entire bitumen surface had 
been removed . When the rains started the road crews 
left their machinery on the side of the road waiting for 
fine weather to return. A few days of wet weather and 
reasonable traffic volumes had turned the road into a 
slippery boggy mess . Rocky was put into enduro mode 
and we ran the gauntlet without problem . Pity the poor 
souls on a Harley or Wing . At Great Falls we shouted 
Rocky a pressure wash - he deserved (and needed) one.

The next day was the wettest of the trip, as it 
rained all the way to Billings where we called stumps 
by midafternoon . We could have made the ride easier 
if we had followed the main road, but there was a 
diversion over the 7,500 ft Kings Mountain Pass that 
beckoned . This was where the rain was heaviest and 
the temp dropped to 3˚C, but motorcycling isn’t about 
taking the easy path . Adventure usually lies along the 
path less traveled . 

The crossing of the famous Beartooth Pass the 
next day was one of our expected trip highlights, but 
the internet advice we received was not good - like 
Logan Pass, indications were that it was still closed . 
The good news was that we could ride up to Vista Point 
from Red Lodge to the north of the pass, so that was our 
plan . The day dawned bright, so everything was good 

Beautiful Lake Moraine

‘Big Sky’ Country
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in the world again and when we got to Red Lodge there 
was a mobile road sign announcing that the Pass had 
been opened, but with extreme caution - YES . This was 
going to be a great day . Our joy was short-lived as we 
hit a solid cloudbank soon after beginning our ascent, 
so Vista Point was likely to be a whiteout . Nothing was 
going to stop us however, as we pushed higher then as 
quickly as we had entered the cloud we burst though 
into a magnificent clear and sunny day. What ensued 
was one of the best ride days we have enjoyed on any of 
our travels throughout the world . The road was a series 
of switchbacks as it climbed to Vista Point where we 
could look down over the cloud in the valleys and across 
the snowcapped mountains. There was very little traffic 
as most people like us would have expected the road to 
be closed . Across the top of the pass the road was cut 
through the snow with banks 2 metres high bordering 
the road . We crossed the summit at 10,947 ft as Rocky’s 
temp gauge showed 0 .5˚C and flashed its ice warning. 
Light snow fell, but we were both on a high literally and 
figuratively and just enjoying the ride.

The run across the top of the mountain on a 
snaking ribbon of road through the snow and descent 
into Wyoming was as much fun as the ascent had been . 
The road passed the frozen Beartooth Lake before 
intersecting the 
Chief Joseph 
Scenic Hwy 
where we turned 
towards Cody on 
another top road 
full of sweeping 
bends . The only 
interruption to 
a great run was 
some road works 
and another bank 
of low cloud . Even 
the roadwork stop was interesting . As we were the lead 
(and only) vehicle we struck up a conversation with the 
young flagman (probably late 20’s). He was born and 
raised at Mendocino on the California Coast and was a 
keen surfer, but had moved north seeking adventure . 
He was an avid hunter and explained how the hunting 
permit system worked . He had permits to ‘bag’ an Elk, 
Deer and Antelope and explained rather matter of factly 
that he preferred to butcher his own kills and that the 
meat would last the season . What a stark difference to 
what we enjoy in Australia . We wouldn’t know anybody 
who would have the stomach to kill and butcher a beast 
for food . Gun culture and hunting are deeply ingrained . 
Dinner and a few beers with a couple of other bikers 
we had met along the way capped off a great day . Cody 
itself is very touristy, but nevertheless is a delightful 
little historical western town in which to stay, named of 
course after Buffalo Bill Cody who established the town 
as an eastern gateway to Yellowstone National Park . 

Tony, Rocky and deep snow atop Beartooth Pass

Beartooth Lake

Tony & Rocky with Jackson Lake and the 
Grand Tetons, Wyoming

Green Lake
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Next day we were going into Yellowstone NP 

along the equally delightful State Road 20 through 
the Shoshone Canyon and over Sylvan Pass, but 
unfortunately for us it was a Saturday and the weather 
was fine and warm, so the crowds were out and the ride 
slow and frustrating . Don’t go there during summer 
school holidays, as it must be very congested . Once into 
the Park we turned south towards the Grand Teton NP as 
most of the other traffic headed north. Yellowstone NP 
is vast and basically comprised of two major loop roads 
forming a figure 8. A bridge to the south of ‘Old Faithful’ 

was closed for 
repair meaning 
we could not 
complete the 
southern loop . 
We ended up 
spending two 
days exploring 
the park 
including ‘Old 
Faithful’ and 
covered over 
450km in the 
process .  The 
best bike road 
in the NP is the 
canyon road 
between the 
N-W and N-E 
entry points . It’s 
another top ride . 
Tourist traffic is 
a greater hazard 
than the Bison 
herds, as people 

will just pull up at the sight of a wild animal and there 
are plenty to be seen . Our most ‘interesting’ experience 
was a small herd of Bison blocking the road as we were 
exiting the park on Day 1 - they were head butting each 
other as we watched, stuck in the stationery traffic. The 
Bison then sauntered up the road within an arm’s length 
of us - they are BIG animals seen from that perspective .

We departed Yellowstone north back into 
Montana and onto 
Bozeman, Three Forks 
(the head waters of 
the mighty Missouri 
River), Butte, Helena 
and Missoula . Our 
goal was a road 
recommended to us 
that crossed Lolo 
Pass with ‘99 miles 
of winding road’ . It 

was too tempting an invitation to resist . Unfortunately 
the weather was not playing ball and we got a cold 
drenching as we crossed the pass, but it was still another 
great ride . We had crossed into Idaho and stopped at 
the twin towns of Clarkston/Lewiston on the Snake 
River that formed the State border between Idaho and 
Washington . The towns are named after the early 19th 
century explorers Lewis & Clark whose trail to find a 
N-W passage to the Pacific Ocean had opened up this 
area . Their path is well marked and we had crossed and 
followed it for a large part of our journey in these parts .

Our next segment was to take us south on a 
loop from Lewiston into Hells Canyon along the course 
of the Snake River . Hells Canyon is 8,000ft at its deepest 
point making it the deepest canyon in North America, 
much deeper than the Grand Canyon . It is not so well 
known because it is remote, the roads are narrow 
and twisting (great) and the summer heat is extreme . 
Unfortunately part of the loop that we intended to ride 
was closed for reconstruction causing a fairly major 
detour, but the ride was still incredible . The road hugs 
the river edge and in some sections undercuts the 

Old Faithful

Start of the Snake River

Hells Canyon
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mountainside with rock fall warning signs . This made 
the ride more interesting, but exhilarating . The Snake 
River is a popular salmon fishing location and even 
though it was very early in the season there were still 
fishermen gathering along the banks. Apart from them 
the roads were almost devoid of traffic. We crossed 
from Idaho into Oregon, then Washington and back 
into Idaho . It took us two days and almost 900km to get 
back to Lewiston, but what a ride!

We had been on the road for sixteen days at 
that stage and were still in Idaho - a long way from 
Vancouver and we wanted to spend a couple of days on 
Vancouver Island before dropping the bike back . We set 
sail west along the course of the Columbia River which 
separates Oregon from Washington State . We chose 
the Washington side where State Road 14 carried little 
traffic with Interstate 84 on the Oregon side carrying 
the heavy load . We were again surprised with the 
change in terrain - not unlike the Interior Plateau in BC 
this area was sparse and barren . There are vineyards 
and wineries opening up all along the route . Before we 
reached Portland we turned north along the Cascade 
Mountain Range and an ‘unplanned’ visit to Mt St 
Helens . We stopped at a distant viewing point of the 
mountain and some local bikers told us there was an 
access road to the mountain from the west, Windy Ridge, 
but it was a very poor quality road . This presented 
another challenge we couldn’t resist (isn’t the GS a 
great bike), so we detoured around to the west where 
there were great views of the devastation caused by the 
monumental explosion in 1980 when one face of the 
mountain was blown away . The road was indeed very 
poor with large sections collapsing . Fortunately there 
was very little traffic, as we spent as much time on the 
LHS as the RHS avoiding the collapsed and subsiding 
sections . After Mt St Helens, we crossed to the Olympic 
Peninsula, avoiding Seattle, then north around the coast 
to Port Angeles where we boarded a vehicular ferry to 

Victoria on Vancouver Island . This crossing back into 
Canada was similar to our earlier road crossing into the 
USA . We were not required to remove our helmets or 
sunglasses and were on our way in a minute .

We had two days based in Victoria with easy 
relaxed riding around the southern part of the Island 
enjoying the warm spring weather and beautiful 
gardens wearing their colorful spring displays . Our 
departure from Victoria was made more interesting 
when an ‘Escort’ of four police on Victory motorcycles 
pulled into the lane 
beside and ‘led’ us out 
of the city . Perhaps our 
little indiscretion on 
the Icefields Parkway 
two weeks earlier 
had been circulated 
to the Victorian 
Force? Another ferry 

crossing took us back 
to Vancouver where 
we returned Rocky 
to his home with an 
extra 7,500km on his 
clock . He was dirty, 
but unsullied . It had 
been a great ride and 
the GS had performed 
faultlessly with the 

traction control modes much appreciated . We could not 
have imagined the huge diversity of riding conditions 
and topography that we had experienced in those 
21 days . It provided highlights we will never forget . 
What are you waiting for - get into it, you won’t be 
disappointed .

Tony & Jane Gray # 3905 - R 1200 GS (Grey 
Ghost)..... R 1200 GS (Rocky) for this trip.

The road ahead... Enjoying the views with Mt. St. Helens
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0409 815 984

Want to serve award
winning coffee at
your next event?

Book a Cafe2U mobile
cafe today by calling
Kieran Doyle. #1093

Cafe2U Australia Redlands

I got stuck behind a young girl riding a horse 
yesterday. 

I just couldn’t get past her. 

I was tooting my horn and hanging out the 
window shouting at her, but still she wouldn’t let 
me past. 

The guy on the motorbike behind me was waving 
madly too. 

I was so frustrated.  

“It’s people like you that cause accidents,” I 
shouted at her. 

After several minutes, I could take no more. 

I looked all around to make sure the coast was 
clear... 
               ...and jumped off the carousel. 
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Shopping for a new bike

Wow – some of my favourite words!

As some may be aware, I’ve been on a mission to 
replace my five year old F 800 GS.  I also REALLY enjoy 
riding other bikes and improving my riding skills, so I have 
spent quite a bit of time riding other bikes, with mixed 
results.  Please keep in mind that these are my opinions 
and observations, and that (generally) women seem to 
have longer legs and shorter trunks, so the riding dynamics 
are different for each of us.

R 1200 GS – oil cooled

Ian has had a couple of these, and I LOVED them 
– I love the solid “thunk” on each gear change, and the way 
the bike handles. It is so incredibly easy to ride, and you 
feel like a pro rider with the way it leans into corners. And 
of course, the power and acceleration is (I hesitate to use 
this word) awesome. Why didn’t I ever get one? Why have 
two of the same in the shed when we can swap bikes at 
each stop – we love the F 800 ST and R 1200 GS equally. 
I always have a chuckle when I pull up at a set of traffic 
lights and there are some young males in their souped up 
ute and the expression on their face once they have perused 
the bike and then move on to the pilot, when they notice 
“it’s a girl on that bike”!  Funny.

R 1200 GS – water cooled

The first time I rode Ian’s bike, I really, really didn’t 
like this bike – it just felt soooo different to the previous 
1200 GS – the two things that I found disconcerting was 
the “feel” of the bike – you feel as if you are on a 250cc 
scrambler – it feels “light” so compliments to the engineers 
but it was initially very disconcerting. The other dramatic 
change was the fly-by-wire technology which translates 
for me into instant gear change, no good solid audible and 
sensory “thunk“ from the bike into your body to let you 
know a change has been made. Ian’s face on first riding this 
bike and setting it into “dynamic” was a picture – his eyes 
were as round as his mouth, and I overheard him saying 
to others that it was “freaking awesome” and made him 
miss his 1300 S a little less. I came to love this bike last 
Christmas holidays when I was exhausted from constant 
gear changing hour after hour in the Victorian Alps on my 
bike – I just put the big 1200 into 3rd and rode all day. 

R 9 T

This is the most fun I think I have ever had on 
a bike – it was a BLAST! Les Fitz. still laughs when he 
describes the grin on my face then I returned this bike to 
the dealer – to the extent that I brought the bike back after 

my allocated ½ hour, asked if the next person was waiting, 
and sort of heard a no as I blasted off for another ½ hour 
through the canefields. This has the “old” 1200 oil cooled 
motor, a seat, frame and accelerator, and hang on and have 
fun. For as long as I prefer to go for long distance rides, this 
isn’t suitable, but my-oh-my, if ever I had the opportunity 
to have a Café Racer type of bike, this would be it.

R 1200 R

My comments about this in a previous edition of 
the Club Journal.  Great bike!

S 1000 R and S 1000 RR

Crikey – hold on tight! I took these two for a ride, 
in anticipation of the S 1000 XR arriving – on paper, this 
looks like it is going to be a popular dual purpose bike.

Ian took the RR whilst I started on the R, and 
we headed for the hills. There is no doubt that these are 
designed to have fun on a race track – the only place you 
can do justice to the power available to you. We swapped 
after a ½ hour, and I found the RR much more fun – lay 
on the tank (short body), elbows gripping the tank, knees 
clamped onto the frame and peer through the screen as you 
blast off. This was a really good adrenalin rush but I didn’t 
loose my heart to either of them, as I did with the R 9 T.

So what’s next? The R 1200 RS – it arrived in QLD 
showrooms this week, and I can’t wait to go for a ride, but 
the pressure is off. Why? Well …….. whilst researching 
on line, I happened across a picture of a 2015 F 800 GS 
– and happened across one on a dealer’s shop floor, and 
wouldn’t you know it – BMW Motorrad were having a 
special offer, and the bike was so sexy – I bought it – clean 
forgot about the R 1200 RS!  Bonus – I get to ride a new 
bike, which is quite different in many ways to it’s five year 
old predecessor (still just as tall), and can dream about test 
riding the RS, and maybe add it to my wish list, with the 
R 9 T.
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Continued on page 23

But this doesn’t end my tale … I made a silly, 
silly, mistake, and with less than 100km on the clock of 
my new bike, we went for a slide. The poor bike sustained 
cosmetic damage and re-shaped handle-bars, all my riding 
gear was destroyed, but thanks to every guardian angel on 

watch that day, 
the only damage 
I sustained was a 
bit of skin missing 
on a knuckle (I 
wore through all 
the layers of my 
gloves), and my 
pride.  The bike 
was ride-able – 
thank you BMW 
engineers, so a 

hearty breakfast and much coffee was consumed at smoko, 
along with everyone giving me grief whilst patching up 
my knuckle with a pin head size piece of skin missing. 
It was one occasion where someone didn’t contribute the 
comment “bike goes well”.  Huh.  

What have I learned from this? It’s true – pride 
comes before a fall. I would love to have seen the Harley-
Davidson rider’s face, as my bike and I slid behind his back 
wheel!

Our insurance has been worth every cent – the bike 
was assessed within days, repair approved within hours of 
assessment, and a complete new wardrobe of riding gear 
approved and supplied within days. The only wait has 
been for the cosmetic pieces of plastic that have been re-
modelled by the tar.  Bad tar!

I am also amazed at the extensive damage to my 
riding gear – I came off at less than 50km/h, and thanks to 
being completed zipped and ensconced in (mostly) BMW 
riding apparel, I wore through my gloves, and down to the 
plastic guards on both my knee and elbow. As I was sliding 
along the road, 
I can remember 
thinking – “oh, I 
overcooked that”, 
followed by “so 
this is what it 
feels like to come 
off”; and there 
was still time for 
“oh look at that 
tar sliding along 
the other side of 
my visor - shut 
your eyes NOW” 
followed closely 
by wondering 
when it was 
going to start to 

hurt, and then my astonishment at standing up and nothing 
hurt! The last thought in the series revolved around – “well, 
now I can tell Dad I’ve had a “proper” off and I’m ok”. 
It was quite a long slide. I am questioned sporadically on 
FaceTime as to my exploits. Helping hands pulled my bike 
upright, I pulled some grass off it, and we headed off again 
– handbars lightly off centre but the bike rideable. I had to 
laugh as we came across some dirt (not the worst I have 
seen) and Ian asking if I wanted to dirty my new bike and 
get dust on it, or keep it nice and pristine? Well, it was a 
bit late for that as I already had tufts of grass sticking out 
of my bike.

So that’s my story. Moral of the tale? Other than 
the obvious about riding to suit the conditions (and the 
logistics of a brand new bike)? I’d suggest that as an extra 
level of personal safety to ride one’s new bike from the 
showroom floor to one’s favourite tyre dealer, and have 
them “scrub” your tyres. (Someone sounds impatient - Ed)

This is what my gear looked like before it became 
the property of the insurer…  I’d highly recommend 
purchasing the very, very best quality gear that you can 
afford – bikes can be replaced but bodies can’t. It was 
brought home to me when I went to work the next morning 
no worse the wear, clad in high heels and a dress, and a 
good story for show ‘n tell – it could have been a very 
different outcome. 

Alison Sayce # 976 - F 800 ST; F 800 GS

Every Scratch Has A Story

The left hand side of my motorbike is full of dings, 
many due to parking and here’s why:

 Parking a motorcycle on soft or uneven ground 
is a common cause of “overs”, but I can relate most of 
my problems to a safety device which I call a “spring 
loaded” side stand . This invention allows the side stand 
to spring up with a CLUNK when you take the weight 
off so you don’t drive away with it extended and have 
an accident . A real great idea! I think it was designed 
by the same people who invented the child proof cap 
within a cap lid that you push and twist, the squeeze 
and turn plastic lid (like on the turps bottles)  and the 
pool safety gate that requires two hands to open .

How it works: You balance the bike using your 
right leg as you always do, use your left foot and push 
the side stand foreward as far as it goes, hold it and 
slowly let the bike lean to the left until it takes the 
weight which in turn holds the stand in place and the 
motorcycle upright . You then dismount in an orderly 
fashion . Sounds pretty simple, what could go wrong? 
Well, suppose your foot slips off just as you are about to 
drop the weight of the machine onto the stand . CLUNK . 
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BMWMCQ General Meeting Minutes          By Bernie Colman

 

HydroTac® Lenses 

 
www.stickonbifocals.com.au 

Ph: 0418 573 677 

Opening: The meeting was opened at 7 .45pm on 4th of June 2015 with 48 members present .

Visitors: Nil

New Members: Cindy & Donovan .

Apologies:  BG, GR, PT, AS, TM & JC . 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: Nil

President – Frank Hills: Gerry and Frank had a meeting with 
the web developers . Some progress has been made with the front 
side of the site but little else has been done . Gerry has shown the 
developers a number of issues that they will now focus on .

Vice – President – Paul Hughes: Nothing to report . 

Secretary – Bernie Colman: Nothing to report .

Treasurer - Geoff Hodge: Feedback on Accounts – Income $2,462; Expenses$1,089; Total $1,373; Operating Acc Balance $4,556; Money 
Market Acc Balance $17,998 .

Editor – Bill Carson: Bill has noted that some e-mails have not made it through from the sender . We are currently not sure why this is 
happening . To ensure an article is received if you send one through, the Editor has stated that he will reply to your e-mail acknowledging 
receipt . If you do not get a response from Bill please give him a call . The journal was a little light this month with only a few articles coming 
through making up a 32 pager . Hopefully this will improve so if you have anything you can add to the journal, large or small, please forward 
it to the editor@bmwmcq.org.au.

Records – Gerry Colman: Gerry reported that development work on the membership side of the web site had not really progressed . 
Additional meetings with the web developers are planned . Gerry noted that about 40 new Members had joined the Club since the beginning 
of the year . 

Regalia – Craig Brennan: Craig has printed T-shirts for the B2B . These were pre-ordered and a number were ordered . Good outcome . 
There are no caps left. After all the donations, giveaways, throwaways, begaways, they are finally gone. We have very little stock so if you 
have any requests please put them forward to process and if you have any thoughts on what the club should be stocking for Regalia please 
talk to Craig .

Dealer Liaison – Paul Hughes: Nothing to report . 

Events – Bruce Gaskin: Bruce is trying to set up a hyperlink to the events from the web site . It will the person to a PDF of the 2015 Event 
Calendar . This is a work in progress . Will give some feedback next month .
Back to the Bush (B2BIX) – Planning is complete . The June long weekend with Grafton on the Saturday night and Inverell on Sunday . Fifty 
people planned for Saturday and Sunday dinners. There is a GS route and a TS route. GPS files on Facebook. For any other details refer to 
the web site .
Saturday Morning Coffee – The next coffee morning is at M&W . Please see the event calendar for details .
Christmas Event – The event is planned for Evans Head on the 5/6th of December . Check for details on the web and advert in the journal . 
The bookings are moving quickly so if you are interested in going please book early .
Wednesday GS Ride – Mark ran a mid-week GS ride . Two riders managed to get out . Please see web for details of any others . Possibility of 
a GS ride on the Sunday 28th .
Frigid Digit – Approximately 35 people booked . Accommodation is full with about the same number of campers . Pease see the web and 
Facebook for details .

General:
Cane Toad Rally – A few members braved the really good weather on Saturday after the rain on Friday night . Gary said it was a good night 
and plenty of plans for world peace and a solution to lower taxes were made . Gary thanked all and is keen to do the 2016 one . Good luck 
Gary .
Saturday Morning Coffee – First coffee morning held at Motorline . Good turnout of members .
Clubs Gifts – Each year our club receives gifts from Clubs Australia for distribution amongst the members . The details how the gifts should 
be distributed have been a subject of debate over the last few months. The Committee has decided that for this year, all the financial 
members will be given an opportunity to be in the draw with the name announced at the Frigid Digit .

Raffle Draw: Bag – Fiona; Bag – Dieter; 1st Aid Kit – Mike; 1st Aid Kit – Maggie; 1st Aid Kit – Gary; Port – Ellen

Closed: The meeting closed at 9 .00pm
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Good Wool Store Pty Ltd 
49 Queen St BERRY    2535 

P 02 4464 2081. F 02 4464 3344 
www.goodwool.com.au 

??? SMOOTH OUT YOUR RIDE ???

GENUINE AUSTRALIAN 

SHEEPSKIN
SEAT COVERS 

We’ve got you covered.

SupportS

If one single donation can save three 
lives, imagine how many more could 
be saved if your group donated to-
gether  (Quote from Club Red web site.)

The BMW Coffee Club, meets on the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month, 6:30ish until whenever, at the Coffee 
Club.  This is a social gathering of club members, and is 
very informal.  If you are a little shy about big meetings 
or just want to get a feel of the club before attending 
a general, meeting come along to a Coffee Club social 
night.  No bookings necessary, just turn up and look for 
the bikes and the tables with the helmets and jackets.  
See you at the Coffee Club.

The Coffee Club
137 Racecourse Road
Ascot
(Ph: 3268 5666)

CLUB
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Up it springs!  By then it’s too late to stop downward 
motion . The machine catches you off balance and sends 
you flying, landing flat on your back in the driveway 
in the “Oh S##t” position .  You watch and hear 190kg 
of metal and plastic grind its way into the concrete . It 
doesn’t bounce and then just to add to the misery the 
acid dribbles out of the battery .

Suppose you’re parking in a dark area near a 
curb . You’re putting the stand down and leaning further 
and further and soon you realize you’re over a dip for a 
drain . You take your foot off the stand, step into the dip 
and CLUNK . By then you are at such an angle you can’t 
hold it, the stand isn’t down to impede the motion and 
over you go . A similar thing happens when trying to 
park on wet ground and it keeps sinking and you don’t 
know when or if it will stop . The only consolation in this 
situation is soft ground doesn’t do as much damage .

Perhaps you have a block of wood under the 
side stand to hold the machine in a more upright 
position between the wall and your car . It’s balanced 
and it rocks every time you touch it . Every time it rocks 
the springs pulls the stand back a little . Later in the day 
you find the motorcycle on its side wedged between the 
wall and the car. It doesn’t take long to figure out what’s 
happened .  The dent stays in the car forever .

The good news is, the self return part of the side 
stand mechanism can be modified by an experienced 
person and I’m told it’s a reversible operation . Now it 
works like it should and gel batteries don’t leak .

I’ve found a way to fix the child proof lid within 
a lid feature as well . It can be eliminated by bolting the 
two lids together . I use a M6x16 ss cap screw with nut 
and washers .  Perhaps the same result could be achieved 
with a smaller fastener . I reuse the lid . A side cutter can 
be used to remove the tags on the plastic turps, meths 
and kero bottles . This should be done before use and 
saves a lot of hassle when you have slippery hands .

Stay upright!

Merle Meinicke # 758 - F 650

PILLION or R Y O? (Ride Your Own)

This question has been much on my mind of late, for many 
and varied reasons.  I have found it interesting and heart-
warming the comments from long-term pillions at their 
eagerness at me joining their ranks.  It is obviously a style 
of riding enjoyed by many.

There are many good reasons that I can see, being pillion
• You can see much more scenery;
• You don’t have to try squeeze your prescription glasses 

over your ears, around your tufts of hair, placed 
delicately between the helmet and silk protector, you 
can just peer at the blurred scenery and be oblivious of 
some of the goings-on around you;

• You can extend your trips and ride in the dark, for 
those of us with poor night vision;

• You can take photographs while on the move (I’m 
wary of using a go-pro or similar – I prefer to keep 
both hands on the handlebars for as much time as 
possible, and my eyes on the road ahead, when riding);

• You can still experience the great outdoors while 
recuperating from broken bones, if you can still get all 
your safety gear on;

• The bonus – cuddling up to your nearest and dearest. ;)

What I don’t find so great about being a pillion
• No control of my destiny;
• I simply can’t find a way to brace myself as securely 

as when riding – the “knee grip” seems to be the key 
to staying on your patch of real estate – but with this 
lacking, much of the ride is spent above the seat, 
sliding forward rapidly and knocking helmets, and 
rearranging your grip on the pillion handles (no - not 
the love handles); well, each to their own …

• If my rider likes the feeling of rapid acceleration my 
kidneys slam into the hinges of the topbox – repeatedly, 
despite being reminded, repeatedly, to be gentle;

• It is definitely cooler being perched behind a rider, no 
matter how close you cuddle up – you get cold much 
quicker, and in more places – my knees come to mind 
– weird, huh?  I have a friend who wears leg warmers 
and slips those chemically activated heatpacks between 
the legwarmers and jeans.  Talking of those heatpacks 
– they are great in winter to stick onto your clothes 
over your kidneys and in your boots …. Just sayin …

So if you ride, and you have company on your 
seat, please remember to be gentle in your riding style, and 
that more regular comfort stops are MUCH appreciated to 
get the blood circulating again.

My thanks to Ian for agreeing to sharing his seat 
on occasion – it’s a big responsibility of having someone 
else’s life completely in your hands. 

Alison Sayce # 976 - F 800 ST; F 800 GS

Proof of being a pillion -
Recording a lap at Bathurst
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Unit 5&6 / 9 Hayden Crt 
Myaree, Perth, 6154

Western Australia 

Phone: 08 9317 3317
Fax: 08 9317 3359

email: munich@iinet.net.au

 Genuine & Aftermarket parts (from 1955 onwards)  • Accessories  •  Australian Agent for  
Hepco & Becker Luggage Systems and Crash Bars           Electronic Ignition Systems

www.munichmotorcycles.com.au
TrAde enqUiries WelCoMe  (open till 7pm est.)  

 Call now for our frEE parts CataloguE

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
From business card to full page, all sizes are available . 

The BMWMCQ journal is distributed to Members throughout Queensland and is also displayed in 
QLD dealerships. In addition, copies are sent interstate to other BMW affiliated Clubs. 

Get your message out to people who own, ride and restore BMW motorcycles . Rates are below . 
Phone your requests to - Paul Hughes - Ph: 0409 814 633

Advertisers - Do you have any unusual 
or difficult service stories to tell? Remember 
the Dirty Wheels column that used to be in 
Wheels Magazine? You do! Great, send them 
in. Have any new products to tell people 
about? If you send me a short editorial style 
article simply listing the product and benefits, 
I will (space permitting) publish as close to 
your ad as possible with a pointer to your ad. 
Keep it brief and informative is all I ask. Ed.

Advertising Rates 2015
Colour - Back Cover $2,000.00
Colour - Inside Front Cover $1,500.00
Colour - Inside Back Cover $1,250.00
B & W - Full Page Inside $800.00
B & W - Half Page $450.00
B & W - Quarter Page $250.00
B & W - Business Card $100.00
All advertising should be related to motorcycling in general.  The committee reserves 
the right to reject any advertising that is deemed inappropriate, in any way.  Advertising 
content can be changed at any time (monthly in the journal and any time on the web site)
provided the advertisements reside on the advertiser’s server.  All journal ad changes 
must be submitted by the cut-off date specified on the Events page.  All journal ads are 
to be supplied by the advertisers in PDF format.
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IT’S YOUR JOURNAL, 
PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT!

Articles, news, photos, events . They are all required for future edi-
tions . Gold Coast, Central QLD, Western QLD, North QLD, Far North 
NSW, Brisbane and the Darling Downs - you never know where or 
when a fellow member may be in your area and available to ride and 
chat . Get your details into the Editor for publication in your Journal 
and don’t forget to copy the Events Coordinator so that they can also 

be listed on the Club’s web site Events Calendar . 
It’s your Journal, use it to your advantage. 

And, it costs nothing to do so!

Tips on submitting 
articles:-

 
While all submissions are greatly appreciated, it helps greatly if you are able to send the following 

formats: 
• If I need to convert your article to PDF, that can be done here should any additional editing and or 

lay-out	be	required.
• If you send photographs with the article, just resize them to 9.05cm wide ‘proportionate’ or perhaps 

better still, just send the originals and I’ll re-size them to suit - please do not reduce.
  

Also, please supply captions separately for your photographs, numbered as per the photo 
and please, do not embed either in your article.

• When	 taking	 photographs	 for	 the	 ‘journal’;	 shoot	 in	 the	 highest	 resolution	 your	 camera	
can	 handle	 and	 remember	 to	 take	 some	 in	 Portrait, especially for a Cover photo and,                                                                                                   

be sure to never ‘time stamp’ your photo!

Your attention to the above details, will be most appreciated - Ed  

it’S yourS...  
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Submissions for the next journal 
(August ‘15 Edition) 

close on the 15th 
July 2015 - just soes y’all know.......

Ed.

 
 

 
 
 

 
25 ~ 26th July 2015 

 

BMWMCQ Presents  
The 20th Anniversary  

‘FRIGID DIGIT’ 
 

   The Tradition:    A Mystery Weekender on the last weekend in July, travelling 
on great motorcycling roads to a destination within 2 hours from Brisbane and 
guaranteed to be ‘cold’! Each year it alternates between full accommodation and 
camping and this year it will be full accommodation and camping. Enjoy each 
others company at a social gathering on the Saturday night and cap the night off 
with some warming liquids while telling yarns around a campfire. Some 
previous destinations have included, Jondaryan, Esk, Binna Burra, Bunya Mtns 
and Stanthorpe. 

 
   This Year:  It’s on again (25~26th July) and it is our 20th anniversary (1995-

2015) Frigid Digit. Join us for a trip down memory lane with evening meal, 
entertainment and a photographic presentation of all years from its beginning in 
1995. 

 
   Accommodation: Non camping options are all booked. Camping costs $25 

per site (2 people) with good amenities including hot showers. A two course 
Dinner costs $24 per person. Buffet Breakfast is available at $16 per person. 
There will be the usual fire for keeping warm at the end of the day. If you are 
interested in attending and want to know more about the weekend (except 
where it is), please contact me. Bookings with full payment must be made as 
soon as possible to secure your place in this legendary event. Numbers are 
limited. Last bookings taken at the July General Meeting (4th July 2013). 

 
   Organisers: Gary Bennett and Graham Healey Ph. 3849 4563 or 0411 78GARY 
 

The FRIGID DIGIT winner of 3 “Best Organised Ride” Awards (1995, 2000, 2002). 
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“And who do we have to thank?”

Back to the Bush #9 is now a distant memory, and 
looking ahead to #10!  But before we wipe the 

grime off our wing mirrors an official”THANK YOU”. 

 Thank	you Craig Brennan aka “Regalia” – for the 
concept and creation of the commemorative T-shirt .

 Thank	you Paul Malcolm for planning and lead-
ing the GS rides, “Squid” for leading the Port Mac ride, 
and Peter Todd as “Event Boss” .

 For the numerous gifts raffled on the 2nd night 
@ Inverell, our thank	you goes to Rick Gard  (BMW Mo-
torline), Tony Ward (Morgan & Wacker), Hutchinson 
Builders and GWA Caroma .

To Michael from The Naked Bean (Springer St, 
South Grafton) who geared up to feed 52 BMW Motor-
rad’ers for breakfast in Grafton, only to have a fire in 
their rear kitchen and the fire service not allowing en-
try until an electrician had certified that all was well. 
Not many “feeding lots” in town on a Sunday morning 
of a long weekend!  We were so looking forward to this 
breakfast – do yourself a favour and stop by when next 
in town – it is not to be missed!  And handy being adja-
cent to a BP fuel stop .

Even after Dave Oliver’s (Tyres for Bikes) pre-
sentation on tyres at the May Club Meeting being very 
informative, it didn’t prevent Alison having four – yes 
4 – punctures in the first day and half – curtailing her 
Tail-End-Charlie duties .  Thank you to the Event Boss 
Toddy for the repair works .  Maybe we can all have a try 
at a later Club meeting, or possibly arrange a session at 
Dave’s new premises (Tyres for Bikes, 4/54 Beerbur-
rum Road, Caboolture, Tel: 5430 2600) that he has just 
recently opened . 

Thank	you to all our members and friends who 
joined for part or the entire trip; travelling from as far 
as Sydney, Port Macquarie, Sunshine Coast and the Dar-
ling Downs to join the B2B .  As always, there were a few 
grumbles, but overall an overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse from all who attended .

Last but not least – Thank	you Peter Todd (Event 
Boss), Ian Sayce (Timeous Organiser) and Alison Sayce 
(Event Hostess) for the organisation, ride leading and 
taking care of every other thousand details that it takes 
to organise a three day event .

Yours, Anon Happy Biker

(See	back	cover	for	addt’l	photos	from	B2B	-	Ed.)

MOVING TO THE F SERIES

After riding R series bikes for over thirty 
years, last year, I down sized to the F 800 GT . 

The bike does all the things that it should do, 
as we’ve come to know of BMWs . And does them well . 

I had to restyle my riding to suit the 
bike as it has no torque throw, no dive from the 
tele-leaver, and has a dry single plate clutch .

The F 800 is much lighter than the bikes 
that I have been riding . The handling is stable and 
predictable . The power is smooth and comes on with 
a rush, in the higher rev range, till it reaches the 95 
hp that the engine produces . The brakes are great . 
The seating position is upright and comfortable 
and the seat works well, in the standard form .

All in all, the F 800 GT does all 
the things I require of my motorcycle .

Geoff Hodges # - F 800 GT
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Remember members, if you ‘log-in’ to our Club’s Web Site 
you’ll find our journal is in full colour -

take a moment and have a look @ www.bmwmcq.org.au  
 ‘Viewing Tips’ - PDF is best viewed as a Two Page Spread - 

Click on ‘View/Page Display and tick ‘Two Page Scrolling’
Be sure both - ‘Show Gaps Between Pages’ and ‘Show Cover Page In Two Page Vew’ are TICKED

          

      

No Time/Date Ride Remarks Distance (Appx!) Ride Coordinators

7
8am

19th
July

Mt Barney

(Full Day)

Route - Laidley; Rosewood; Boonah; Rathdowney; 
Woodenbong; Urbenville; Killarney; Goomburra, Pilton; 

East Greenmount - Home  
Smoko - Rosewood  Lunch - Urbenville

Fuel  - Boonah

460 km

All Tar  
RL -  Dave Pidcock (0427 329 008)

&
ARL - Ray Powdrell (4699 3567)

8
8am

16th
August

Mapleton

(Full Day)

Route - Esk; Kilcoy; Neurum Rd; Bellthorpe; Kenilworth; 
Mapleton; Palmwoods; Landsborough; Peachester; 

Woodford; Toogoolawah - Home
Smoko  - Kilcoy  Lunch  - Mapleton                                     Fuel  - 

Kilcoy

500 km

All Tar

RL - Dennis Barber (0402 210 439)
&

ARL - Dave Pidcock (0427 329 008)

9
7am

19th & 20th
September

Harvey Bay
Kingfisher Bay - Frazer Island

(Two days)

2nd Overnighter!
Prompt Start - Don't be late!

Details TBA
(Early confirmation will be required.                   

Accommodation - 2 & 3 bedroom Villas.
You won't want to miss this one!!)

Sat - 425 km

Sun - 4250 km

All Tar

RL - Dave Pidcock (0427 329 008)
&

ARL - Reg Thompson (4659 9995)

10
8am 

18th
October

Stanthorpe

(Full Day)

Route - Wyreema; Cambooya; Leyburn; Gore; Cement 
Mills; Pikedale; Stanthorpe; Pozieres; Warwick; 

Sunflower Way - Home
Smoko  - Gore Roadhouse (Home made pies!)

Lunch  - Local winery  Fuel  - Stanthorpe                             GS 
Loop  - depart, lunch & finish with Road Group

370km 

All Tar

RL - Dave Pidcock (0427 329 008)
 GS RL - Luke Buenen (0416 239 485)                                       

&
ARL - Des Finch (TBA)                                           

11
7am 

15th 
November

Blackbutt
(Pie Shop)

(Half Day)

Route - Esk; Lake Wivenhoe; Gregors Rd (best 30k in Qld); 
Blackbutt; Quinalow; Goombungee - Home.

Smoko  - Blackbutt
Fuel  - Blackbutt                                                                          GS 

Loop  - depart, lunch & finish with Road Group

280km 

All Tar

RL - Ray Powdrell (4699 3567)                                              
GS RL - Luke Buenen (0416 239 485)  

&
ARL - Reg Thompson  (4659 9995)

12
10am

20th
December

Christmas Party Ride
Gus Beutels Lookout,

Ravensbourne                                                     
h 

(Half day)

 Route - Gowrie Junction; Meringindan; Peachy, 
Perseverance Dam: Lookout - Home

BBQ lunch to be provided 
Please bring a small gift

170 km

All Tar

RL & MC - Reg Thompson (4659 9995)
&

ARL & Santa - Ray Powdrell  (4699 3567)                           
(he's the only one with a beard!)

        Compiled by Dave Pidcock & Reg Thompson                  RL = Ride Leader & ARL = Assistant Ride Leader

Warrego Riders

2015 Ride Schedule

Depart BP Servo - Cnr Ruthven & North Streets - Toowoomba

Darling Downs
Regional Ride Group
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BMW CLUB SATURDAY MORNING COFFEE RUNS 2015 
 
 9:30am  Sat 18/7/15 Ellaspede 
     8 Greet Street  

West End 
     Ph 38446676 
     www.ellaspede.com 
  
 9:30am  Sat 15/8/15 Rocker Classic Motorcycles 
     21 Beach Street  

Kippa-Ring 
     Ph 34962827 
     www.rockerclassicmotorcycles.com.au 
 
 9:30am  Sat 19/09/15 Indian Motorcycle Museum of Australia 
     419 Newman Rd  

Geebung 
     Ph 0477184581 
     http://www.indianmotorcyclemuseumaust.com.au 
 
 9:30am  Sat 17/10/15 Harvest 
     Shop 1/Victoria Point Lakeside High Street  

Victoria Point 
     Ph 38207626 



July 201530 CHriStmaS party

Why: To celebrate 2015 

When: 5th December

Where: Evans Head, NSW

Accomodations:

Party Central - Evans Head Bowling Club
(mention BMW motorcycle club for discount)

0266 824343 or res@evansheadbowls.com.au

Silver Sands Caravan Park
0266 824212

Evans Head Paci�ic Motel
0266 824318

Illawong Hotel
0266 824222

 Party Locations:

Main event - Saturday night
The River Bistro - at the RSL

Sunday Breakfast
Café Spirit

Who: BMWMCQ members and guests

What: Christmas Party 2015
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Morgan & Wacker BMW Brisbane
51 Ross St, Newstead | (07) 3259 5787
morganandwacker.com.au

Morgan & Wacker 
Brisbane

Sales
Service
Parts & Accessories
Rider Equipment
Finance

The Ultimate
Riding Machine

JUST ARRIVED!
The all new 2015 BMW R 1200 RS is here 
at Morgan & Wacker BMW - test ride today!

THE 2015 BMW R 1200 RS: 
Riding dynamics coupled with 
touring suitability - at the very 
highest level.

With its potent engine and stable 
suspension, the sports touring 
bike offers more than just a huge 
amount of riding pleasure. Thanks 
to its relaxed, sporty seating 
position and its perfect wind and 
weather protection, the bike offers 
an entirely new ride feel when 
travelling fast and riding along 
country roads in sporty style.

To experience this exhilarating machine for yourself, 
book a test ride by calling (07) 3259 5787.


